
 

 

 

China Special Port Charges on US Ships: FAQs 
 

On  10th October, 2025, the Ministry of Transport of China announced that ‘Special Port Charges’ (the 
“Charges”) would be levied against US ships calling at Chinese ports from 14th October, 2025.  The Chinese 
Ministry of Transport subsequently released the ‘Implementation Measures on the Special Port Charges for US 
Vessels’ (the “Measures”) on 14th October, 2025.  

The following FAQs have been compiled with the assistance of John Wang of Wang Jing & Co. 

 

1.  What ships are considered to be ‘US ships’ against which the Charges will be levied? 

Article 2 of the Measures provides the following are considered ‘US ships’ to which the Charges apply: 

a) Ships owned by US enterprises, other organisations or individuals; 
b) Ships operated by US enterprises, other organisations or individuals; 
c) Ships owned or operated by enterprises or organisations in which US enterprises, organisations or individuals 

directly or indirectly hold 25% or more of the equity, voting rights or board seats; 
d) US flagged ships; and 
e) Ships built in the US. 

 
2. Are any ships exempted from the Charges? 

There are only two specific categories of US ships that are exempt from the Charges: (i) ships that have been built in 
China and (ii) ships that are unladen and entering a Chinese port/shipyard for the purpose of repairs.  

However, Article 2 of the Measures also refers to other ships “recognised and approved for exemption” which 
suggests there could be some discretion to add further exemptions. 

 
3. What are the Charges? 

Article 3 of the Measures sets out that the Charges will apply on a per voyage basis and will come into force in stages 
as follows: 

• From 14th October, 2025, RMB 400 per net ton; 
• From 17th April, 2026, RMB 640 per net ton; 
• From 17th April, 2027, RMB 880 per net ton; and 
• From 17th April, 2028, RMB 1,120 per net ton.  

 



 

 

 
 
4. What if the US ship is calling at multiple Chinese ports? 

The Charges will only apply once per voyage.  Therefore, for ships calling at multiple Chinese ports during the same 
voyage, the Charges will be imposed at the first Chinese port of call but not subsequent ports.  

In addition, the Charges will only apply to the same US ship for a maximum of five voyages per year.  

 
5. What are the reporting requirements? 

Article 6 of the Measures places an obligation to report to the maritime administration at the port of call seven days 
prior to the ship’s expected arrival with the following information: 

• Where the ship was built; 
• Flag state; 
• Owners and operators; 
• Leasing arrangements; and 
• Ports of call during the voyage. 

The ship party or its agent is required to submit the above information to the maritime administration using the 
“Reporting Form of US Linked Vessel Information” together with the port entry application documents.  The form is 
submitted via the China International Trade Single Window platform. 

The ship party or agent may be required to provide additional or correct information if the maritime administration 
suspects that information has been omitted or that there has been an attempt to conceal information (Article 7 of the 
Measures). 

 
6. What is meant by ‘operator’ for the purpose of Article 2? 

The Measures do not expressly define ‘operator’ but Article 6 requires the submission of information concerning 
owners, operators and leasing arrangements and the Reporting Form requests information on the owner, bareboat 
charterer and operator.  This suggests that parties other than the owner or bareboat charterer may also be 
recognised as ‘operators’ for the purpose of the Measures. 

 
7. What are the consequences of non-compliance? 

Ships that fail to pay the Charges will be denied port clearance and exit formalities. For ships that have already 
departed and evaded payment, all outstanding Charges will need to be paid before the next call at a Chinese port 
and there is the potential for late payment charges to apply.  

 

If Members have any questions in relation to the above issues they are invited to contact the Club for further 
information. 


